
T R A N S M I T T A L   M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Lacey G. Simpson, Assistant City Manager 

DATE: January 25, 2021 

RE: Totem Heritage Center Image featured in January/February 2021 
Smithsonian Magazine  

Attached for City Council review is the article “Inspiring Awe in Alaska” published 
in the January/February 2021 edition of Smithsonian magazine. The photographic article 
features contemporary Northwest Coast Native artists including Tlingit master carver 
Nathan Jackson of Ketchikan photographed at the City’s Totem Heritage Center and 
Totem Heritage Center instructor and Tsimshian master carver David A. Boxley, 
originally from Metlakatla (online article only). The inclusion of the Totem Heritage 
Center is a testament to the Center’s enduring relevance in promoting and perpetuating 
the art and culture of Northwest Coast Native peoples. Many of the contemporary artists 
included in the article have connections with Ketchikan and the Totem Heritage Center. 
Ketchikan Museums is working with the photographer and journalist who plan to donate 
the images to the Museums’ collection later this year.  

Additional images and information can be found online at 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/native-artisans-alaska-innovation-humor-
craft-180976519/ 
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