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TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council

FROM: Lacey G. Simpson, Assistant City Manager

DATE: January 25, 2021

RE: Totem Heritage Center Image featured in January/February 2021

Smithsonian Magazine

Attached for City Council review is the article “Inspiring Awe in Alaska” published
in the January/February 2021 edition of Smithsonian magazine. The photographic article
features contemporary Northwest Coast Native artists including Tlingit master carver
Nathan Jackson of Ketchikan photographed at the City’s Totem Heritage Center and
Totem Heritage Center instructor and Tsimshian master carver David A. Boxley,
originally from Metlakatla (online article only). The inclusion of the Totem Heritage
Center is a testament to the Center’s enduring relevance in promoting and perpetuating
the art and culture of Northwest Coast Native peoples. Many of the contemporary artists
included in the article have connections with Ketchikan and the Totem Heritage Center.
Ketchikan Museums is working with the photographer and journalist who plan to donate
the images to the Museums’ collection later this year.

Additional images and information can be found online at
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/native-artisans-alaska-innovation-humor-
craft-180976519/
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AMONG THE INDIGENOUS NATIONS of Southeast Alaska, there

is a concept known in Haida as fiti’ Kuniisii—a timeless call to

live in a way that not only honors one’s ancestors but takes
care to be responsible to future generations.

The traditional arts of the Haida, Tlingit and Tsimshian
people are integral to that bond, honoring families, clans, and animal and supernatural
beings, and telling oral histories through totem poles, ceremonial clothing and blankets,
hand-carved household items and other objects. In recent decades, native artisans have
revived practices that stretch back thousands of years, part of a larger movement to counter
threats to their cultural sovereignty and resist estrangement from their heritage.

They use materials found in the Pacific rainforest and along the coast: red cedar, yellow
cedar, spruce roots, seashells, animal skins, wool, horns, rock. They have become master
printmakers, producing bold-colored figurative designs in the distinctive style known
as “formline,” which prescribes the placement of lines, shapes and colors. Formline is a
visual language of balance, movement, storytelling, ceremony, legacy and legend, and
through it, these artisans bring the traditions of their rich cultures into the present and
ensure their place in the future.
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ALIBON BREMNER / QOURTESY ATRINDRUBCK / NATIVE GALLERY (2)
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COURTESY THE ARTIST AND PETER ALUM GALLERY. NEW YORE, 2020
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